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Security Upgrades - Phase I (By Dec 31, 2009)

States will:
• Verify lawful status with DHS to prevent illegal aliens from obtaining REAL IDs
• Check Social Security number electronically with the Social Security Administration, so that no 

one else can claim your identity 
• Ensure that an applicant does not have licenses in multiple identities
• Conduct background checks for DMV/contractor employees to ensure licenses are not issued 

by corrupt insiders 

Security Upgrades - Phase II (By May 11, 2011)

States will:
• Verify electronically all identity documents with the issuing source to ensure records exist and 

are accurate
• Confirm tamper-resistant features of REAL ID licenses
• Record in DMV databases the full name established by the required identity documents 
• Commence issuing REAL IDs (if not sooner)

Enrollment - Age 50 and Under (By Dec 1, 2014)

• All license holders born on or after December 1, 1964 who want a REAL ID-compliant license 
have one by December 1, 2014

Enrollment - Over Age 50 (By Dec 1, 2017)

• All license holders – regardless of age -- who want a REAL ID-compliant license have one by 
December 1, 2017
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